History of the TICC Chili Pepper Trophy

On June 27, 1989 I was contacted by A. Vann York inquiring as to my interest in doing a
sculpture for a trophy for presentation at the CASI Terlingua International Chili Championship.

The total directions I received were, and I quote, “It would be a casting of the logo that
appears at the top of this (CASI) stationery. We want three different sizes in three dimensions
with the large one approximately the size of a football. The other two to be scaled down.”

From this wonderful description I set out to make three peppers. In August I went to see
Vann with the peppers sculpted in clay. As I had not discussed them with Vann, he had no idea
what they looked like, but upon seeing them he told me they were exactly what he had in mind.
This necessitated a call to Pat Irvine for approval. Oh, did I tell you that Pat and Vann both
wanted the trophies for the 1989 cookoff which was 2 months away and that CASI didn’t have
the funds budgeted to pay for them. I agreed to pay to have the trophies cast and let CASI have
the next year to acquire the funds.

From the “Football sized Logo” directions I had 3 basic ideas. 1) I didn’t want the
pepper just laying there. It needed to be elevated---the cone shaped tower seemed to solve this.
2) A flat looking pepper would be just that, a flat looking pepper, so I decided to raise the
continents up off of the pepper and cut in the latitude and longitude lines. This also seemed to
work. 3) I wanted it to have some green or blue green color.

The first two passed the Vann and Pat test, but #3 was going to be a surprise, not to be
seen until they arrived at Terlingua. We did not have enough time to cast and patina the
prototype before the cookoff on November 4, 1989. So these two braves souls left that up to me.

Barbara Britton won the championship that year and she was so excited to win that when
she was handed the trophy, she almost dropped it. She and I caught it somewhere about waist
high. In the excitement, we forgot to tell her it weighted approximately 25 pounds.

Every year chili cooks from all over the United States and some international cooks are
cooking pots of chili for worthy causes and enough points to qualify. And on the 1% Saturday in
November each year, this phenomenon-called “Terlingua” draws qualified husbands, wives,
children, and friends to prepare their best pot of chili in hopes of taking home “The Big Fellow”,
or one of the offsprings of this one-of-a-kind championship trophy.
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