GONZALES TEXAS

HISTORY:

Gonzales holds a unique place in Texas history as the site of the firing of
the first shot for Texas independence. October 2, 1835 eighteen townsmen
stood on the bank of the Guadalupe River and refused to give up their
small cannon to the Mexican Army. A flag was fashioned showing a black
replica of the cannon on a white background with words that would echo
through the years, "Come and Take it."

Gonzales further carved out its niche in history when 32 men answered the
call for help from the Alamo. The immortal 32 were the only reinforcements
who made it to the Alamo in time to fight and die alongside many other
heroes. After the fall of the Alamo, during the Runaway Scrape, General
Sam Houston ordered the town of Gonzales burned. Later soldiers and
townspeople returned to Gonzales to rebuild their town. The 49 original
blocks and seven public squares laid out in the shape of a Greek cross
withstood the test of time and form the first Texas History Museum District.

Within the district are museums, historic homes, historic monuments and a
thriving downtown made up of buildings built before and around 1900.

Download the GPS based Tour Gonzales smart phone app that will guide
you through a tour of seven museums, 30 historic homes, downtown, parks
and recreation. The app also provides information about hotels, inns and
bed and breakfasts.

Before the Alamo, before Davy Crockett the "Come and Take It" challenge
was issued. The "Come and Take It" spirit lives on in Gonzales today.

Come and take a tour. See the museums, historic homes and the history.



